FESNEEHKERE PHOTOS BY FOREIGN PHOTOGRAPHERS



,99 %,,,,FPE] FOCUS ON CHINA  snos i tonin mhotomeaphoss

4 =Ty
EELIRYRIE

ITERBEREHR - EHSET

BHR - BHNER-AHABEAR. RIERBEZANN
H2—, fHEFREAGHEDSHE. RdBEHN, 1947F, EX
FURYRGERY IM . E— LA T RN, FRURETER
Fiik. MR ETIRE.

REREZRERTE T SAENT &, FH—ANBEEZARN
RIS RFDEHRA, 19664, HNERELE— BYT IS, #
EREN—-EFRET T HE, BAGERREENREFATNT
k. BEHFZR, BIEFANNEHHETEEE.

ERHERTNBBERETAAR. RUHBEREESRE

TERBERERE - #RH 3
TEREWRBHE - SO0 gyge s smges REa AR AT SH— 8 R, A
_EPRSREISRARS  mmmsoNasNmHEEE, SENEATATSRES,

STTKI FIRAT (Turkey)
EXTFHLHBELET, ERHORTLTKRA. tER
MENT 0ERER, EESNENT 14 RPAER,
BHE - FUNEMETTSINLN. ATREENRGLE
HEGHER BRATEREHETHUR LRERFRNLERE
RARR.

BIOGRAPHY OF SITKI FIRAT (TURKEY)

Sitki Firat is the master of pholography and one of the leaders of
Turkish art of photography. He was born in Kemaliye of Erzincan and
backed by an academic career, His initiation 10 this art coincided with
his student years when, at the Painting Department of Gazi Education
Institute in 1947, he met the camera and the acquaintanceship so made
has soon become an ardent love.

He produced in all branches of photography and carried out work on

technical and aesthetic theory of photography and followed the relevant
work in German schools while in Germany in 1966 for a photography
seminar, Pursuing the painting and photography work together, he gave

the latter all his free time left over from teaching.

The love for the nature is a whole in Firat, His point of departure
in the photography is the effort to see the milieu within itself together
with the harmony between the component and the total at different times _‘mﬂﬁnu‘“\“\
and on varying occasions, His pictures are a poelical expression as his e e Y
superior mastery of the photography technique is combined with a ///? WMMMMMMI‘
heartfelt infatuation for the nature.

Sitki Firat, within the photography world for more than half a
century, has teaken tens of thousands of frames of picture and held
upward of fifty exhibitions in the country, He also held Fourteen personal
exhibitions abroad.

Sitki Firat has received an imposing number of awards, As a grand
final, he received the Turksav Award for Service to the Turkish World
personally from President of the Republic Suleyman Demirel during a
ceremony held in the presidential residence.
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should say that | had never expected | could visit China three times.

China is the country to which | have been paying close attention from
my school days to the present, The hometown of our ancestors was in
Asia, therefore the great neighbor of theirs has a strong appesl 10 me. In
1989, the Turkish Cultural Week was held in Beijing. During that time |
put on my photo exhibition. This was the first time | got to know China
which possesses 5,000 years' civilization,

When | traveled in China, | was surprised at the richness of its
cultural heritage, The provinces and cities in the south of China were
under a construction of modernation, During my first 20 days' trip in
China, | was deeply impressed by the unique culture and distinctive
atmosphere in those cities in the
east and south of China, It seemed
that | entered an ancient and mys—
terious place, | was not satisfied
that | had already taken a lot of
pictures there, | wanted to go to
China again and to take more
5 pictures, The Cultural Ministry of

China accepted my request, so |
went 10 China for my second 15 days' trip. | visited Beijing, Shanghai,
Guilin and Xi'an and took many pictures
in those four cities. During this rip, |
had not only drunk in the natural scenes
and historic sites but also witnessed the
amazing achievernents and developments
in China, China which has a long history
and rich cultural heritages is marching
toward modernization, | put on a photo
exhibition named Mythic Kingdom—China
in Ankara, In this way | introduced China
to the Turkish people. | think artists can
exert an important influence on strength—
ening the friendship between our two
countries.

At the invitation of the Cultural
Ministry of the People's Republic of China,
I went 1o China for the third time 1o
take part in the photographing project for
the publication of the Photograph Album
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of Celebrating the 50th Anniversary of the Founding of the People's
Republic of China, | saw with my own eyes a lot of beautiful places in
Hunan, Hubei and Jiangxi provinces, | have been to many countries, but the
world—famous national forest park of China— Zhangjiajie and Lushan are
the most beautiful places | have ever seen, The more | get 10 know about
China, the more | realize that China is an inexhaustible treasure—house to
photographers, Being a photographer, | always have 1o think about how to
produce more and better
pictures at another time,
in another season and an—
other climate, The project
has been finished, but my
photographing will
continue, | have been try—
ing my best to look for
the pictures which | think
10 be worth taking.

During my three trips in China, the officials of the Cultural Ministry
of China, the local and whole journey guides, the cultural attache Jia
Zhongdi and her husband gave me a lot of concern and a great help, | just
take this opportunity to express my heartfelt thanks to them and wish
then health and happiness

The mythic kingdom — China, shall | meet you again someday?

SITKI FIRAT (Turkey)



